
Long-term habitation by the Washoe 

people is evident; scholars propose 

cultural or igins in the region as 

early as ~4000 BCE, and evidence 

of indigenous presence goes back 

several thousand years beyond that.

In 1825 Trappers and explorers began 

moving through Washoe terr itory, 

marking the start of sustained 

European contact.

The discovery of r ich si lver ore in 

1859 near Virginia City initiated the 

Comstock Lode and tr iggered a 

massive si lver rush.

Records show that Samuel Clemens 

f i rst used the name Mark Twain on 

South C. Street in Virginia City in 

1863. He later described his colorful 

adventures in Nevada as 

“Roughing It.”

Carson City became the capital of 

the Nevada Terr itory in 1861 and was 

confirmed as the permanent state 

capital when Nevada achieved 

statehood in 1864.

The Virginia & Truckee Rail road began 

service, l inking Comstock mines to 

national rai l l ines and fueling western 

industr ial growth.

The Carson City Mint opened in 1870, 

transforming Comstock si lver into 

nearly $50 mil l ion in U.S. coins.
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NEVADA’S HEART 

S tat e  S o n g

Home, means Nevada, 

Home, means the hills, 

Home, means the sage and the pines. 

Out by the Truckee’s silvery rills, 

Out where the sun always shines, 

There is the land that I love the best, 

Fairer than all I can see. 

Right in the heart of the golden west, 

Home, means Nevada to me. 

NV STATE FLOWER 

Big Sagebrush
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M a r k e r s
For mapping purposes, all locations are referred 

to as “markers”; however, some sites do not have 

physical markers present.
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