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1859 The discovery of rich silver ore in 1859 //\ (( )
g

near Virginia City initiated the Comstock
Lode and triggered a massive silver rush.

To handle the vast quantities of Washoe Valley Alliance partners with
silver and gold extracted from the eighteen government agencies and
Comstock Lode, the Carson City Mint community service organizations.
was established in 1863, with operations Visit washoevalleyalliance.org to learn more.
commencing in 1870. The mint played
a vital role in processing this ore info
coins, contributing fo the economic
development of the region

and the nation.

1863

Carson City became the capital of
1864
A RICH e the Nevada Territory in 1861 and was

H I S T O RY confirmed as the permanent state

capital when Nevada achieved
statehood in 1864. Nevada gained
The story of Northwestern Nevada spans it's statehood with a large help from
millennia, beginning with the indigenous rge Wfo”kth‘Z”emed A
Washoe people, who seasonally utilized omsioskrede.
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the valley and Lake Tahoe for resources Proiec’rlng Washoe Valley S

1873 The Marlette Lake Water System

like tules for baskets and pine nuts, was completed, delivering reliable Unique QUQIi"eS through
shifting to a major su lv hub durin pressurized water that protected . s lyy
the 1889 Comstock Lode mining boom ViR B e e dineosn: SENY GV PIHANGES T CRTIeilvg

. N o 9 ‘ and showcased ground-breaking Washoe Valley Alliance is a Nevada nonprofit
fueling Virginia City with fimber and Western engineering. ;

: . . 501(c)(3) incorporated March 2013.

food, leading to towns like Washoe City,
and eventually transitioning to ranching 1874  Virginia City's population surged fo
and farming afer fhe mining peo
while facing significant environmental largest Western mining cities before the Es Bhox 18(:?3 l I:t.eno, %v 8951”-8043
changes like floods and cultural shifts Great Fire struck in 1875. S O s I L C O
from European settlement. WASHOEVALLEYALLIANCE.ORG
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Washoe Valley
Washoe Valley served as a critical support
system for the Comstock Lode. Its forests
supplied timber for mine supports and

mills, streams powered ore processing,

and ranches fed miners. Roads and toll
routes linked the valley to Virginia City,
making Washoe Valley an essential logistical,
agricultural, and resource hub during the
mining boom.

Mount Rose

The Mount Rose area provided critical
timber for Comstock mines and nearby
communities. Lumber supported square-
set timbering, construction, and milling
operations. Flumes, tramways, and railroads
fransported wood down steep terrain,
helping make deep and dangerous
Comstock mining possible on an

industrial scale.
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Lake Tahoe

Lake Tahoe's dense forests supplied vast
quantities of timber essential fo Comstock
mining. Wood supported mine shafts, fueled
steam engines, and built growing fowns.
Logging railways and flumes spread across
the basin. Extensive clear-cutting caused
deforestation, erosion, and environmental
damage still visible today.

Virginia City

The 1859 discovery of the Comstock Lode
transformed Virginia City into the nation’s
first great silver boomtown. Rich ore deposits
attracted miners, engineers, and investors
worldwide. The wealth generated here drove
mining innovation, fueled Nevada's path to
statehood in 1864, and influenced national
economic growth.

Carson City

Carson City emerged as a transportation,
government, and financial center during

the Comstock era. Freight routes moved ore
and supplies, while the Carson City Mint
converted silver into coinage. Its designation
as territorial and state capital anchored
political authority and economic stability
near the mining districts.

Steamboat

Steamboat Springs and Steamboat Creek
were important landmarks for miners entering
western Nevada in the 1850s. Its hot springs
and steam vents marked a travel waypoint
between California and the Truckee
Meadows. Steamboat Creek supplied water
for prospectors, livestock, and settlements,
supporting early mining activity and
funneling people and resources toward

the Comstock Lode.

Genoa

Originally a trading post along the Emigrant
Trail, Genoa became an early gateway to the
Comstock Lode. The town supplied goods,
services, and agricultural products fo miners.
Genoa also hosted Nevada's first newspaper
and briefly served as an early territorial
administrative center.

Gardnerville

Gardnerville and the Carson Valley became
the agricultural backbone of the Comstock
region. Farms and ranches produced hay,
meat, dairy, and crops to feed miners and
livestock. Gardnerville also functioned as a
supply stop and commercial center for freight
tfeams serving mining camps.
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Minden

Minden supported the Comstock through
agriculture, lumber processing, and local
industry. Timber supplied mine supports and
fuel, while farms fed mining fowns. Mills,
creameries, warehouses, and rail connections
helped establish Minden as a regional supply
and economic hub during the mining era.

Dayton

Located along the Carson River, Dayton
became a major milling center for Comstock
ore. Water power fueled numerous stamp
mills, while the town supplied food, timber,
and building materials. Nearby placer gold
discoveries in Gold Canyon helped spark
Nevada's mining boom.

Historic Fourth Ward
School Museum

Carson City Mint

Steamboat Hot Springs

Nevada'’s first
permanent settlement

Carson Valley Museum

Riding the Flume Marker

Virginia & Truckee
Railroad Company
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Sutro Tunnel

*Please note that some locations included
are structured as guided or self-guided
tours, while others are historic sites without
formal tour elements.



